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E Your MajzsTrY's moſt dutiful and moſt loyal 
Subjects, with Hearts full of unfeigned Zeal for the 
Prerogative of Your Crown, for the Security of Yaur 
Government, for the Peace of Your Kingdoms, and 
the Glory of Your Reign, in all Humility, do im- 
| plore Your Protection. 2 0 
Your MajzsTY was pleaſed; in the Fifth 
Year of Your Reign, to appoint Commiſſioners for 


teen. 6 7 | | R ho 3 2 ; = . 5 333 
HAvix d been aſſured at that Time, by ſeveral of the Commiſſio- 
ners for England, that Your Majeſty's Prerogative could never be thereby 
con- | 


124 


conſtrued to be reſtrained ſrom granting new Patents of Honour to the 
Peers of Scotland, with all the Priviledges depending thereupon; the 
Commiſſioners for Scotland thought it more reaſonable, that the Peers 
of that Kingdom ſhould, by their Zeal for Your Majeſty's Service, en- 
deavour to merit Your future Favour, as the ſole Fountain of Honour, 
than to interrupt the Progreſs of the Union carry'd on by Your Royal 


Commands, with any further Demands upon Your Majeſty's Prerogative 
by Vertue of the Treaty. PET 
Deo the Faith of theſe Aſſurances, and the ſacred inviolable Force 


of publick Treaties, the Commiſſioners concluded the Treaty, and the 


Parliament of Scotland did ratify the U.. 

Wx were of Opinion, That the Prerogative of heClownlin bang 
Patents of Honour, containing a Right to Sit, and Vote in the Houſe of 
Lords, could not be taken away but by expreſs Words. 

W x conceived, That no Incapacity could be incurred by forced Im- 
plications, and Conſtructions. X | 55 

W did hope, That no Crime could ever ſubje& any Perſon to the 
Puniſhment of an Hereditary Incapacity, much leſs that innocent Perſons 
ſhould be ever declared to be, in ſome reſpects, in a worſe Condition 
than the greateſt of Criminals. 

WE had no Doubt, but the fourth Article of the UNION, which 
eſtabliſhed a Communication of all Priviledges and Advantages beleng- 
ing to the Subjects of either Kingdom (except where it was expreſly 
agreed in the Treaty) did effeQually ſecure the Peers of Scotland from any 
conſtrained Implication, which might deprive them of Priviledges which 
all Subjects are entitled to. | | ' 

Wx could not imagine that any one ſhould aſſert, That there were 
expreſs Words in tho Act of UN1ON, deny ing to the Peers of Scotland 
the common Rights of Subjects. | | | 

Wx conſider'd the Twenty Second Article of the UN IO N, which 
provides, That by Vertue of this Treaty, of the Peers of Scotland at the 
Time of the VU NION, Sixteen ſhall be tlie Number to Sit and: Vote 
in the Houſe of Lords; and did not apprehend there were any Words 
therein contained, whereby Your Majeſty was diſabled to grant Patents 
of Honour to the Peers of Scotland, with all Priviledges belonging there- 
unto, or the Peers incapacitated to receive them. gg 

'W x conſidered alſo the Twenty Third Article, which provides, That 
all the Peers of Scotland, ſhall enjoy all Priviledges of the Peers of En- 
gland, except the Right of Sitting in the Houſe of Lords, and upon the 
Tryal of Peers, and were confident, That as no Exception was ever con- 
ſtrued to extend further than a Diminurion of the Rule ; ſo the Excep- 
tion in this Caſe, tho* by deviating from the Rule, did leave us in a lower 
Condition than the Peers of Exglana, yet never could be ſtretched to re- 
duee us to the total Want of Capacity, which all Subjects enjoy. 

W x thought it undeniably certain, by the Rules of Law, Equity and 
Honour, That any Conſtruction: of the Articles of UNION which 
might forfeit us of the Priviledges of Subjects, would be eſteemed to be 
a direct Violation of the Treaty between the Two Nations, and conſe- 
quently tending towards a Diſſolution of the VN1O YN, works 
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Tur Duke of Qaeensberry, who was a Peer of Scotland at the Ti | 
of the UNION, was latroduced, Sit and Voted ia the: Houſz of Lords 
in two ſeveral Parliaments, and in Matters of the higheſt Importance, 
as Duke of Dover, by Virtue of a Patent paſſed ſince the UNION, an 
in conſequence of ſuch Sitting and Voting, his Vote in the Election of the 
Peers of Scotland was rejected; and a further. conſequence thereqf, the 
Marquis of Lothain was removed from his Seat in the Houſe, which he 


had an undeniable Title to, if the Duke of -Queereberry's Fateut, às Duke 


* 


of Dover, had not been valic. at's ds 
T x Houſe of Lords have lately reſolved, That no Patents of Ho- 
nour granted to any Peers of Great Britain, who, was a, Peer of Scotland 


| the Time of the UNION, can entitlefith-Peet to Sit and Yote4a 


Parliament, or Sit upon the Tryal of Peers. 

*T 1s with the utmoſt Regret, Ma pan, that We find our ſelves un- 
der the fatal Neceffiry of being guilty of this Preſumption, aggravated 
by the unhappy Occaſion of it; for tho? We and our Anceſtors have 
joyed the Honour of the. Peerage of Scotland during many Ages, We now 
hardly know undet what Appellation to approach Your Majeſty. -, 


. « 


_ "Your MajtsTY has not a Subject ſo low, whom You cannot raiſe 


to any Dignity Your Royal Wiſdom ſhall incline You to : The moſt Infa- 
mous of Criminals may partake of Mercy : No Alien, no Enemy is in- 
capable of Your Favour : But We, who by a Solemn Treaty are decla- 
red Peers, are told, as it were in Deriſion, That we are too Great to riſe 
higher; too Innocent to be capable of the EfcQs of NI Cy; and roo | 
much Your Majeſty's Subje&s to enjoy the Priviledges of Foreigners, in 
being allowed to obey Your Summons, when Your Prerogative calls us 
to Your Councils. 

THis, Map Ax, with the utmoſt Humility, We think Our Duty to 
repreſent to Your Majeſty as a Burthen upon Us and Our Poſterity too 
heavy to bear. 

YE r, ſuch is Our humble Submiſſion; ſuch is Our Senſe of Duty and 
Loyalty to Your Majeſty, That Our 3 would be more tolerable, 
if they did tend to Your Majeſty's Honour and Service; We ſhould be leſs 
Unhappy if Our Own were the Greateſt of Our Sufferings; if We could 
but ſeparate Our Fate from the Intereſt, the Dignity and the Preroga- 
tive of the Crown: But We cannot with Patience reflect, That when 
We are condemned to an hereditary Diſability to Receive; Your Majeſty, 
Our Gracious QUEEN, is declared incapacitated to Grant. 

W x beg leave to aſſure Your Majeſty, That whatever may be Our 
Fate, We ſhall always be ready either in an united or ſeparate State to 
ſacrifice every Thing that is dear to us, for the Defence of the Preroga- 
=_ of the Crown, and for the Honour of Your Majeſty and Your Suc- 
ceſſors. 

So Tuſt a Cauſe, under the Protection and Influence of ſo Great a 
QUEEN, cannot fail of being crowned with Succels. 

TAE Tender and Princely Care of Your People, which Your Majeſty 
has manifeſted ever ſince Your happy Acceſſion to the Crown, makes us 
rely upon Your Majeſty for the proper Remedy in this Caſe, and for the 


| Speedy obviaring thoſe Dangers which equally threaten Your Prerogative, 
and the Rights of Your moſt faithful Subjects. 


WB 


W x hope Your oper will favourably Interpret this Our moſt hum- 
ble Repreſentation, as a Teſtimony of. Out Duty and Allegiance to the 
Beſt of QUEENS; We could not otherwiſe have been anſwerable to 


Our Selves, to Our Countty, to Your Majeſty, or to God. 
Hamilton, 


Orkney, Irwin, 
e 22 
 Roxbargh, 
"Ma 


Cromartie, Kjlhth, | 
| Roſeberry, Cheny of Newhaven, 
Lay, Balmerino, 


Her MAIER SHT ' nolf gracious Anſwer. 


14 M very ſorry any Occaſion has been given for this Repreſentation. Tow 

may be all aſſured that I am firmly reſolved to ſupport the Union of the 
[wo Ningdoms, and that I will conſider of the mot 279 . 4) to procurt 
You Satisfattion. £P 8 
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